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You, and God Bless You. Rest well and if we 
do as you have done, we will meet again. 

I join with the residents of the 11th Congres-
sional District, who mourn the lost of a great 
civic leader, political activist, family man, and 
friend. 

[From the Cleveland Plain Dealer] 

WALTER BURKS, 77, WAS BUILDER, CIVIC

LEADER, POLITICAL ACTIVIST

(By Richard M. Peery) 

Plain Dealer Reporter 

SHAKER HEIGHTS.—Walter Burks, 77, a de-

veloper and political activist who built more 

than 200 homes in Cleveland, died Thursday 

at University Hospitals. 

Burks was a former trustee of Cleveland 

State University. He served on the Cuyahoga 

County Board of Elections and the State 

Board of Education. Mayor Carl B. Stokes 

appointed him personnel director and chair-

man of the Civil Service Commission. 

In 1974, he formed Burks Electric Co. and 

participated in commercial and public build-

ing projects, including the rebuilding of the 

Regional Transit Authority’s Shaker rapid 

line.

Burks was born in Cleveland. He attended 

East Technical High School and studied en-

gineering at Fenn College. 

Drafted into the Marine Corps during 

World War II, he was a sergeant in an engi-

neers unit on Eniwetok and the Marshall Is-

lands in the Pacific. After the war, he and 

his first wife, Cynthia, built a home on E. 

147th St. in Mount Pleasant. Although banks 

refused to lend to nonwhites in that area, he 

obtained financing from a black insurance 

company. He later helped friends build 

homes nearby. 

Burks worked as a mail clerk for Cleveland 

Municipal Court and was promoted to super-

visor of the trustee division, but he spent 

evenings and weekends on construction 

projects. After he joined Stokes’ staff in the 

1960s, he put special effort into hiring and 

promoting minorities. 

As a builder, Burks concentrated in the 

1980s on converting former schools into 

apartments for the elderly. When he was ac-

cused of failing to follow complicated HUD 

regulations, he said the fault lay with the 

government. A jury cleared him. 

In 1989, Burks undertook what was consid-

ered a high-risk project when he constructed 

Glenville Commons, the first new homes to 

be built in the area in more than 50 years. Its 

success was followed by a surge of home 

building in the city. 

At the behest of Mayor Michael R. White, 

a former business partner, a park on 

Parkview Dr. in Glenville was named for 

him.

Burks and his wife, the former Charmaine 

Colwell, lived in Shaker Heights. 

He also is survived by a son, Dr. David of 

Ann Arbor, Mich.; a daughter, Karen Bailey 

of Richmond Heights; three grandchildren; 

two sisters; and five brothers. 

Services will be 10:30 a.m. at Antioch Bap-

tist Church, 8869 Cedar Ave., Cleveland. 

Arrangements are by E.F. Boyd & Son Fu-

neral Home of Cleveland. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE STATE 

OF COLORADO ON ITS 125TH AN-

NIVERSARY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001 

Mr. MCINNIS. One hundred years after the 
United States became a Nation, Colorado be-
came the 38th state in the Union. In recogni-
tion of this historic moment, I stand here to 
pay tribute to the great State of Colorado. I 
would like to share a little historical back-
ground, and some lesser known facts about 
the state in honor of this anniversary. 

According to the state archives, when the 
Colorado Territory was populated by only ap-
proximately 100,000 people, thirty-nine mem-
bers of the constitutional convention gathered 
for the purpose of preparing Colorado’s con-
stitution. President Grant declared Colorado a 
state on August 1, 1876, one week after the 
Governor’s secretary, John Reigart, set off to-
ward Washington, D.C. with a copy of the con-
stitution and other necessary documents. 

Since then, Colorado has continued to make 
history. The stunning view from Pikes Peak in-
spired Katherine Lee Bates to write one of our 
country’s most popular patriotic songs, ‘‘Amer-
ica the Beautiful.’’ On a less serious note, 
Denver ‘‘lays claim to the invention of the 
cheeseburger,’’ according to 50states.com. 
Colorado is also home to some of America’s 
greatest heroes. Pueblo, for instance, has held 
the honor of being the only city in the Nation 
with four living recipients of the Medal of 
Honor. In addition, Colorado Springs is home 
to the distinguished United States Air Force 
Academy. 

Among its natural wonders, Colorado is 
home to the world’s largest outdoor natural hot 
springs pool, which spans over two city 
blocks. The pool was visited by former presi-
dent Teddy Roosevelt, and by ‘‘Doc’’ Holliday, 
who hoped the natural springs would cure his 
tuberculosis. Other geological marvels include 
Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument and 
the Great Sand Dunes, plus fifty-two mountain 
peaks over 14,000 feet high, and the head-
waters of over 20 rivers. The Nation’s highest 
city, Leadville, which boasts an elevation of 
10,430 feet, also rests in Colorado. In addi-
tion, Colorado holds three quarters of the Na-
tion’s land area with an altitude over 10,000 
feet, along with 222 state wildlife areas. With 
such a variety of natural beauty and re-
sources, it is no wonder that Colorado pro-
vides agriculture, summer and winter recre-
ation, and a pioneering spirit to millions of 
residents and visitors each year. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no end to the wonder 
and greatness of this state. It is with great 
pride that I stand here today in honor of the 
125th anniversary of the State of Colorado. 

HONORING THE 50TH WEDDING AN-

NIVERSARY OF CASEY AND 

JEAN BROWN 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor the 50th wed-
ding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Casey and 
Jean Brown from Ignacio, Colorado. As family 
and friends will gather to celebrate this joyous 
occasion, I too would like to recognize them at 
this special time. Following their hearts 
throughout this 50-year journey has led to 
happiness and a loving life together. 

Casey and Jean were married on August 5, 
1951 in Hatch, New Mexico after meeting 
each other at New Mexico State University. 
Following a honeymoon in Mexico, the couple 
relocated to Laramie, Wyoming, where Casey 
received a Master’s Degree in Sheep and 
Wool Production. After his schooling and a 
brief stint as a college professor, the couple 
joined Casey’s father in his sheep business lo-
cated in Aztec, California. 

Casey and Jean decided to move one more 
time in 1958 to a small farm in La Plata, New 
Mexico. It is here that they raised their five 
children. Following suit with past experience, 
the family moved one more time to Ignacio in 
1978. Jean had always dreamed of becoming 
a nurse, and this served as the catalyst to pur-
sue her dreams. She was employed by Mercy 
Hospital in Durango until she retired. While 
Jean was a nurse, Casey once again started 
his own sheep business on their ranch. Even 
amidst all of their responsibilities, they found 
time to offer services to their community 
where they were involved in the Woolgrowers 
Auxiliary, the American Sheep Industry Com-
mission and other organizations. 

Love has flourished between these two 
hearts, but not without dedication and hard 
work. For this momentous occasion, Casey is 
treating his devoted wife to a trip to Scot-
land—her ancestral land. This celebration of 
50 years is a remarkable accomplishment and 
is to be commended. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
excitement and admiration that I extend my 
congratulations to Casey and Jean and offer 
them my best wishes for many more years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING THE GRAND JUNCTION 

VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL 

CENTER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I would like to pay tribute to the 
Grand Junction Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter for receiving the 2001 President’s Quality 
Award that highlights continued improvement 
and management of high caliber care to vet-
erans who so diligently served our Nation. 

This facility serves all veterans in an area of 
50,000 square miles and 17 counties in West-
ern Colorado and Eastern Utah. With the over-
arching goal of being ‘‘the preferred health 
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